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DOWNTOWN COMMISSION 

RESULTS 
 

Tuesday, September 22, 2015 

77 N. Front Street, Stat Room (Lower Level) 
 

I. Attendance 

Present:  Steve Wittmann (Chair), Michael Brown, Tedd Hardesty, Kyle Katz, Robert 

Loversidge, Mike Lusk, Jana Maniace, Danni Palmore 

 

Absent:  Otto Beatty, Jr. 

 

City Staff:  Daniel Thomas, Dan Bletchschmidt, , Bud Braughton, Kelly Scocco, 

Alexandria Voignier 

 

II. Approval of the August 25, 2015 Downtown Commission Meeting Results 

Motion to approve  (8-0) 

 

III. Requests for Certificate of Appropriateness 
 

       15-9-1      POSTPONED 

Address:  85-111 North High Street                        

Applicant and Property Owner:  85 North High Street LLC  c/o Eclipse Real Estate 

Design Professional :  Kephart – Community  Planning  Architecture (Denver) 
 

Request:   

Certificate of Appropriateness for a mixed use project comprised of apartments, ground 

floor retail fronting High Street and structured parking.  CC3359.05(C)1) 
 

This project was conceptually reviewed by the Commission in July.   
 

Case #1  15-9-2                                                                                                   21.19   

Address:  223 E. Town Street                        

Applicant and Property Owner:  Bluestone Brothers, US, Inc. 
Attorney:  Scott Benjamin Birrer, Esq. 

Design Professional :  Berardi + Partners 
 

Request:   

Final review for the construction of new building with ground floor retail and four 

stories of apartments above.  Parking in the rear with amenity deck above.  Would 

necessitate the demolition of two buildings.  CC3359.05(C)1), 3359.23 
 

This case was conceptually reviewed in August. 

 

Discussion 

GB – Case has been responsive to comments from August meeting, particularly relevant   
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to southeast corner adjacent to 199 S .Fifth Street.  The building has been stepped back.  Juliet 

balconies were also added.  Materials, landscape and lighting were brought.  Applicant will come 

back with landscaping and signage.  Brick colors were varied.  199 representative still voiced 

concern over effect of new design.  He suggested that the fitness pavilion could be moved more to 

the north.  A. – we had investigated alternatives and found that this was best.   

There will some lighting on the façade.  A canopy was added to the entrance to the apartments. 

Final signage will be brought back.  A landscape plan was presented with trees along both streets, 

will come back with final details.  There will also be a row of trees on the western side.  SW – 

challenged use of Gallery Pears.  TH – suggested use of new streetscape standards.  JM – likes 

setbacks for parking on the east side.  No setback on the west side, what if Holiday Inn wants to 

come back with a building that is closer?  Street trees will probably be irrigated.  

 

Results 

Move to approve (7-0-1, Lusk abstaining).  Will return with landscaping, garage screening, 

lighting and signage. 
 

Case #2  15-9-3                                                                                                                 56    
Address:  175 E. Town Street                                           Holiday Inn  

Applicant and Design Professional:  Berardi + , Inc. 

Property Owner:  Capital Square Hotel LLC 
Attorney:  Donald Plank 
 

Request:   

Certificate of Appropriateness for renovation of hotel, work includes construction of new Porte 

Cochere, site work, painting, exterior improvements, small addition and major identity graphic 

(with lighting) on the west façade facing Fourth Street.   CC3359.05(C)1) 

 

Discussion 

SW – focus on what is going to make it different.  GB – Holiday Inn is making some corporate 

identity changes which are reflected in the proposal.  Changes include landscaping, currently there 

is hardscaping going right up to the building.  Traffic pattern has been changed.  The new Porte 

Cochere will be a stronger identifier.  Commission voiced that this was an opportunity to do 

something with a lacking massive west façade, which is the primary façade when seen from Fourth 

Street..  KK suggested that a false façade could be used.  The Commission suggested that better 

improvements be investigated.  The is a hallway on the other side of the west wall.  A. – The client 

wanted to avoid major costs.  SW – also look at the landscape and fencing along Fourth Street.  

Traffic has been approached.  A. – opening this isn’t as easy as it sounds; it is a concrete building.  

We could get partial approval for landscaping and come back for signage and façade.  SW – didn’t 

see plant material on drawings, I don’t think we’re ready to approve that.  Materials were 

discussed, including stone.  Lighting on the west elevation will be LED, washing the walls.  The 

pilasters will have canopy lights.  DP – Holiday has already approved this, what is your timeline?  

A. – the corporate structure is not easy to get hold of.  A. it might be able to expedite.  SW – you 

need to come back and get some of these details nailed down.  We’d love to approve if this gets 

fixed up and looks better.  They are going to do a better business down there.  A. – we have a 

number of schemes for the west elevation.  KK – circulate some of you schemes for feedback – 

electronically – not for vote.  Send it to staff.  SW – landscape plan, signage.  TH - Fencing 

 

Results 

No vote taken. 
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IV.Request for Phased Certificate of Appropriateness for New Construction 

 

Case #3  15-9-4                                                                                                             1:20 
Address:  330 E. Oak Street. 

Applicant and Architect:  Jonathan Barnes 

Property Owner:  Boehringer Ingelheim Roxane Inc. 

Developer:  The Stonehenge Company                            Mo Dioun 
 

Request  CC3359.07A 

Phased Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a new 9-story apartment:  3 levels of 

above ground parking (some apartments on level 3); 6 full floors of apartments above parking.  

Seeking CoA for foundation with return in December for final. 
 

The Downtown Commission has heard case concerning 330 Oak Street numerous times.  The last 

two times brought before the Commission were April and May of this year.  The Commission 

reviewed plans in April.  The current plans significantly deviate from the April submission. 

 

Discussion 

A new packet was presented.  JB – Changes due to projected cost overruns.  The new plans set the 

building back a little to reduce chance of conflict with adjacent sidewalks.  Pedestrian entrances 

are now off of Capitol Street.  A new café (glass – transparent, and two stories) is off of the lobby.  

The café will also have some outdoor seating along Capitol Street.  There will also be a roof 

garden.  Materials will largely be the same as in April.  Would like to create an art wall with 

perforated metal screening.  JM – could you move the bike rack and install an art piece?  Question 

about the stairway on the outside of the building.  SW – What does all the screening at the lower 

levels (two stories +) do to the streetscape?  Could you incorporate some planting?  TH – EDGE 

Group has had conversations with the law school about possible improvements to Capitol Street, 

making it more pedestrian, a shared street.  Materials were described.  There will be 93 units.  SW 

– doesn’t see a landscaping plan that specifies material.  A. – will come back with that.  The 

condensers will be screened with access.  SW – when you come back we’ll want to see samples of 

the metal panels, window frame, screening, final landscape, lighting, signage.  Representatives 

from Capital Law School were in attendance and expressed concerns about the color of the 

building and the narrowness (especially the screening) effect that the new building will have on 

Capitol Street.  They would love to work with the applicant about the design of Capitol Street.  

They were concerned about the remediation issues.  They had not heard from the applicant about 

the project.  (1:47) Rachel Jamutis, Interim Dean of the Law School: Mike Ram, VP of Finance – 

Capitol Univ. KK – concern about Capitol’s late involvement.  RL – still time for discussion.  SW 

– concern that we’ve gone too far. 

 

Results 

Motion to approve granting a Certificate of Appropriateness for foundation and garage (KK, DP, 

2
nd

 ).  Will come in for final permit review in December 2015 (6-1-1) Brown, no; Hardesty, 

abstain.  The rest of the building will come back, this does not include the screening. 
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V.Requests for Certificate of Appropriateness for Advertising Mural  

 

Case #4 15-9-5M                                                                                                          1:52 
Columbus Museum of Art ad murals 

Address: 60 E. Spring St. 

Applicant: Orange Barrel Media 

Property Owner:  JSD Spring LLC  

Design Professional: Orange Barrel Media 
 

Request:   

Design review and approval for installation of four vinyl mesh advertising murals for the 

Columbus Museum of Art – “HOPPER, RENOIR, BELLOWS, CASSATT – The biggest names 

in art have a new home.”   The murals are to be located on the east elevation of 60 E. Spring St.  

There have been numerous as murals at this location, the current one being for Missouri Tourism.  

CC3359.07(D). 
 

Dimensions of mural:  Two at 35’-9”W x 19’- 6”H, two dimensional, lit, vinyl mesh banners 

                                       Two at 30’ W x73’ H 

Term of installation: Seeking approval from October 2 to December 31, 2015  

Area of murals:  5,774 sf                                    

Percentage of area that is text:  - .5% (Not including artist’s names) 

 

Discussion 

SW – one of the better ones. 

 

Results 

Motion to approve (7-0)  KK -leaves 

 

 Case #5  15-9-6M                                                                                                         1:53:15 
Columbus Museum of Art ad mural 

Address:  260 S. Fourth Street 

Applicant: Orange Barrel Media 

Property Owner:  Stoddart Block LP 

Design Professional: Orange Barrel Media 

Request:   

Design review and approval for installation of a vinyl mesh advertising mural to be located on the 

south elevation of 260 S. Fourth St.  Proposed mural – Columbus Museum of Art– “WILEY - The 

biggest names in art have a new home.”  There have been numerous ad murals at this location, the 

current being for AT&T – The New LGG4  CC3359.07(D) 
 

A Tim Horton’s ad mural was approved last month but has yet to go up. 

 

Dimensions of mural:  113’W x 31’-6”H, non lit vinyl mesh banner 

Term of installation: Seeking approval from October 2 through December 31, 2015 

Area of mural:  3,559.5 sf     Approximate % of area that is text:  2% (Not including WILEY) 
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Results 

Motion to approve (6-0-1)  Loversidge abstains 

 

 Case #6 15-9-7M                                                                                                     1:54:20 
Columbus Museum of Art ad mural 

Address: 100 E. Gay Street (oriented to southbound on Third St.) 

Applicant: Orange Barrel Media 

Property Owner:  Caplin Enterprises 

Design Professional: Orange Barrel Media 
 

Request:   

Design review and approval for installation of a vinyl adhesive advertising mural to be located on 

the north elevation of 100 E. Gay Street.  Proposed mural – Columbus Museum of Art “DEGAS – 

The biggest names in art have a new home”. .There have been numerous murals at this location, 

the latest being – GNC – “PUREDGE – Super Natural Performance”.  CC3359.07(D)  
 

A Tim Horton’s ad mural was proposed at this site last month, but was not approved. 

 

Dimensions of mural:  15’W x 38’H, three dimensional, lit 

Term of installation: Seeking approval from October 2 through December 31, 2015 

Area of mural:  570 sf         Approximate % of area that is text:  3% (Not including DEGAS) 

 

Discussion 

Commission members voiced concerns about placement of an ad mural on a significant secondary 

façade, despite the quality of the design.  A. – from our perspective, this is distinguishable because 

of the public service nature of the content.  RL – couldn’t it be moved east, off of the decorative 

pattern.  SW – likes the design, but it violates the guidelines.  DP – Putting it on the blank wall, it 

would complement it more.  ML, TH – comfortable with it because of public nature and design, 

but not inclined to approve more advertisement in future. 

 

Results 

Motion to approve (3-1-3) Loveridge abstaining. Wittmann, Maniace, Palmore– No. Motion fails 

 

Case #7 15-9-8                                                                                                          1:58:30 
If You Gamble ad mural 

Address:  34 N. High Street – North Elevation      

Applicant: Orange Barrel Media 

Property Owner:  Thirty Four Corp 

Design Professional: Orange Barrel Media 
 

Request:   

Design review and approval for the installation of a vinyl mesh advertising mural to be located on 

the north elevation at 34 N. High Street.  Proposed mural is for “If you gamble, be the 95%”.  

There have been numerous as murals at this location, the latest being for a Square O ad mural.    

CC3359.07(D). 
 

Dimensions of mural:  20’W x 33’H, two dimensional, non lit 
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Term of installation: Seeking approval from October 2 through November 5, 2015. 

Area of mural:  660 sf                                    Approximate % of area that is text:  4.5% 

                                                                          

 

Discussion  

Public Service orientation.  RL – I don’t think it is very effective, bad design.  I don’t have 

objections.  30 day term is fine, move approval. 

 

Results 

Motion to approve (7-0)  

 

 Case #8  15-9-9M                                                                                                           2:01 
United Way ad mural 

Address: 64 E. Broad Street  

Applicant: Orange Barrel Media 

Property Owner:  KT Partners LLC 

Design Professional: Orange Barrel Media 
 

Request:   

Design review and approval for installation of a vinyl mesh advertising mural to be located on the 

east elevation of 64 E. Broad Street.  Proposed mural –– United Way– “My United Way helps 

people succeed.”  There have been numerous murals at this site, the last being The New James.  

CC3359.07(D)3).  
 

A Tim Horton’s mural was approved last month. 
 

Dimensions of mural:  20’W x 32’H, two dimensional, non lit 

Term of installation: Seeking approval from October 9 through November 12, 2015 

Area of mural:  640 sf                                    Approximate % of area that is text:  5% 

 

Discussion 

Commission members voiced concerns about mural in Capitol Square.  Staff replied that no 

prohibition exists, although the guidelines advocate that murals do no face riverfront and other 

parks.  ML – questioned the need for repetitive United Way information.  JM – suggests that the 

photograph be extended down a to eliminate the white box and that white letters be used over the 

dark background. 

 

Results 

Motion to approve (7-0) with the above condition.  Resubmit to staff for verification and CoA 

issuance. 

 

Case #9  15-9-10M                                                                                                     2:04 
Columbia ad mural 

Address: 110 N. Third Street 

Applicant: Orange Barrel Media 

Property Owner:  Exchange Urban Lofts Condominium Association 

Design Professional: Orange Barrel Media 
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Request:   

Design review and approval for installation of a vinyl mesh advertising mural to be located on the 

north elevation of 110 N. Third Street.  Proposed mural – Columbia (Sports Wear).  There have 

been numerous murals at this location, currently Leinenkugel’s Beer.  CC3359.05(C)1); 3359.23  
 

Dimensions of mural:  26’W x 76’H, lit 

Term of installation: Seeking approval from October 8, 2015 through January 5, 2016 

Area of mural:  1,976 sf                                    Approximate % of area that is text:  3%  

 

Discussion 

SW – thought it looked busy as a mural.  Suggestion was made to reduce the size of tag, and move 

Columbia down.  Will try those things provided client was willing. RL, JM – consider it to be a 

major façade. 

 

Results 

Motion to approve (5-2) Loversidge, Maniace – No. 

 

 Case #10  15-9-11M                                                                                                       2:08 
Miller Lite ad mural 

Address: 423 N. Front Street                                             Arena Crossing Apartments 

Applicant: Nationwide Realty Investors, Ltd. 

Property Owner:  NWD Investments LLC 

Design Professional: Columbus Sign Company 
 

Request:   

Design review and approval for installation of a heat transfer vinyl cling advertising mural to be 

located on the north elevation of 423 N. Front Street.  Proposed mural – (Miller) Lite. This will 

replace an existing Miller Lite mural which was installed in 2011.  CC3359.05(C)1); 3359.23  

 

Discussion 

An alternative mural was introduced with verbiage reflecting the Ohio basis of the images.  The 

Commission suggested that the new text be made a little less static and that it be returned to staff 

prior to the issuance of a Certificate.  RL, SW – busy.  Appropriate in the Arena District.   

 

Results 

Motion to approve with condition above. (7-0)  Resubmit to staff. 

 

VII. Request for Approval of Downtown Streetscape Standards                                      2:14:20 

 

City of Columbus, Public Services,  Bud Braughton 

EDGE Group, Tedd Hardesty 
 

Request: 

Recommendation for approval by the Downtown Commission.  The new standard will be sent to 

City Council next month for formal adoption. 
 

The standards were distributed to the Downtown Commissioners at their August meeting.    
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Discussion 

Tedd Hardesty thanked the input of Commissioners Maniace and Brown and handed out additions 

and revisions.  Comments from COTA, SID, former City Forester Low, Jana  and Michael Brown, 

all have been integrated into final draft.  These are a combination of recommendations and 

requirements.  JM – could the standards be highlighted indicating required or recommended?  RL 

– wrestling with irrigation, maintenance agreements, spacing and type of lighting  (to LED).  Tree 

soil volumes go beyond the planting area.  Originality is encouraged. 

 

Results 

Motion to approve recommendation to send Standards to City Council. (6-0-1) Hardesty 

abstaining. 

 

   VIII.   Business / Discussion                                                                                                     2:26 

Staff remarked that it was September and December Harrison Smith Award date was approaching.  

Commission felt that there were numerous good candidates. 

 

Public Forum 

 

Staff Certificates of Appropriateness have been issued since last meeting (July 28, 2015) 

1. 272 S Front St. – The Julian, graphics 

2. 139 S. High St. – First Financial Signage – Lazarus Bldg. 

3. 250 S. Civic Center Blvd. – Revised rear entrance 

4. 475 N. High St. – Novaks blade sign – North Market H. D. 

5. 250 S. High St. – entry sign / address 

6. 194 S. High St. – Sidewalk Café referral – Pure Pressed 

7. 155 W. Nationwide Blvd. – Nelson’s Convenience Store sign 

8. 480 E. Broad St. – Columbus Museum of Art – entry signs 

9. 1 Riverside Plaza – AEP Guard House 

10. 196 S. Grant Ave. – Terrace drainage & repair 

11. 175 S. Third St. – Antennas 

12. 360 S. Third St. – United Way Banner   

13. 277 W. Nationwide Blvd.  AECOM sign – replaces URS 

 

If you have questions concerning this agenda, please contact Daniel Thomas, Urban Design 

Manager, Planning Division at 645-8404.  


